Chips from the ice-are in Norivay 1881

Sunsgbergdal to Loendal.

By Wm. Cecil Slingiby.

On Sunday Augujt 1th Bigdal joined me at Stijplden for a long campaign. J
fnew be wag plucty, from an account given me by Mr. Puctle, who with Bigdal had
follotoed my fteps on the Niiensbree and theve erberienced adventures, which ave to be
found dejeribed in the dagbog at Betti. Bigdal had aljo climbed Stelinaastind one of
the gems of Gurope, and other mountaing, and he now erpresjed bis willingnejs to
follow my lead where I would, and I believed him.

Chould we begin at Sthggedalstind and it untrodden pajd or fave to the
Quijtedal? Sulbeim and J had intended to climb the former in November 1880, but had
babd weatbher, and I agreed to come out again to Norvivay to do it with him and Halvar
the brave, Halvar the ftrong, Halvar the willing. Now Sulbeim had His hay to get in,
but in three weets he would be ready and would join us.

o Jujtedal again once move! The new amtstart, which I had jujt got in Bergen
revealed to me the prefence of a moft ftriting glacier arm — the Sungbergdalsbree,
[ong, flat, {traight and narrow and leading up into the verh heart of the great fond.
There mujt we go.

o Reneid then by boat. The firjft Norjt mile BVigdal and I converjed in Englifh,
but it wag bard worf and did not pay, jo we began Norjt, and continued it to the end
of the chapter. AUfter a lovely drive up the thoroughly Ulpine valley of Jujtedal, an
old friend of mine, we furned up to the left to Leirdal. Fifty minutes brijt walf found
ug at Leivgaard. From bheve i8 an eajy walf over a [ow ridge to Weitejtrandsvand.



We got a lad to roiw ug over the ich waters of a lafe, and parted from him at ¢
ocloct, with a jo-called hour's walf to a jeter before uf. The valleh proved to be one
buge bog covered with pathlejs brujhwood. AUS we expected, we got [oft in a tangle of
alder and willow. About [0 we got clear of the bujh, and were on a large moraine, and
fato towering above ug an ejcarpement of rugged ice glittering in the jtarlight, a noble
termination to a noble glacier. Our dejtination was Toerdal a tributary valley Weit,
but the icefall of Sunsbergdalsbre ovverlapped the mouth of the jmaller valley. $How
were e o get info it in the darf? We made feveral futile attempts to climb the vocts
near the ice, and jujt when getting a trifle difpivited we dropped on a pathway over the
roches moutonnées and at 10.50 we were welcomed by a mojt hojpitable old lady to the
[ururies of a good building with a boarded floor, the latter, we Wwho ot what jeeter
life i8 thoroughly appreciate. There ave tivo jeele (jeter-buts) here, and unfortunately
they do not appear on the map.

To other perjons, who I o will folloiv us to this jeter, J give the bint to feep
ag near to the rviver ag posfible above the lafe. Many grand erpeditions can be made
from DHere, which will be juggeijted at the mojt curjory glance at the map.

Monday Augujt 15th. Up at 3, {hould have been earlier, but were jo late the
night previous. LBigdal wifelyy put jome ice nails I gave him, into hig boots. AUfter
fome delicious coffee and adiewr to the woman and a hild who wag with her, we jallied
forth into the clear cold air af ) AM. Our ultimate deftination we fmewv not, but firjt
of all we mujt explove the big glacier avm. Ten minutes dejcent, and we reached the ice,
jujt above its terminal ice-fall. We hacted our wap upon the ice, but joon had to leave
it for a feto minutes to turn jome large crevasies. Future adventurers would do well to
ajcend a little from the jeeter, about 100 feet to a flat ledbge of roct from whence i8 an
eafy way on to the ice.

We were joon fairly on the ice jogging along at a good % miles an hour. The
glacier, which i very fairly flat for jome § or ¢ miles, ig well {horon on the map. Jt
much refembles the Aletjch glacier in the Alps. For jeveral miles there wasg no particle
of fnov on the ice, and by igzagging a little we eajily avoided the narrow crevasies.
Generally we fept to the Wejt jide. On either hand ave fine precipices, and on the
Wejt a grand cul de jac of rocf fringed with ice.

Ut 6.15 we bad a thorough Ulpine funrife, the beauty of which none can tnow jave
thoje who hHave jeen one. LThe grand orb of dapy juddenly touches the mowy crown of
the bigheit peaf with a delicious rofe colour which jpreads doton the peaf, and ag it
does o the inow pasgjes through the joftejt gradationd and moit delieate tints to puve
gliftening wbite at lajt. Gach peaf in order of height veceives the gladdening raps, and
foon bright daplight tafes the place of brilliant {tarlight.

jter 2Y, Hour's walf on bare ice we reached a thin film of fnoiw which was too
{ballow to bridge over the crevasies, jo there wag ftill no need of a rope. To our right,
jujt under jome high cliffs, there was a depresjion in the glacier and jome tiny tarng of
deep blue water. The head of the glacier expands life a fan with jteep volling fields of
fnow wbhich comnect it injen{ibly to the great Jujtedals;bre, which ftretches its lanty
[imbsg life an octopug in all divections.



A line of crags, but little out of our wap, tempted usg to leave the mow and
enfured for us a dry breatfajt table. For half an hour we had a fteep pull up rocts and
fnow, and at 3.25 we veached the top of the ridge, over which we could jee the head of
Krondal. Here we built our caivn and dbreatfajted. Now we mujt rope before we fread
the dread wajtes of fnow. At 9.10 we fet off, in fpirits of the bejt and weather ditto.
AUbead of usg, bepond the {lact in the fnow field appeared a fnowy dome, which the map
told uj was BVreens huiejte Punft, 6395, appaventlhy an hour's frudge. Wbat wonder
then that we jhould bend our fteps theve, and mojt probably jecore another maiden
mountain to the [ift we had dotwon? At firjt it wag nearly level, then fteepifh, and lajtly
about ag flat ag a billiard table.

Qt 12, noon, we felt we were actually on the top, but it i8 about the mojt toplejs
mountain I have ever been on, I (onged for a peaf, and do wifh mountaing would
aliwaps have welldefined tops. We prodded our ares doton in the fnow af far ag we
could, but no roct could we touch. Ujed as J was to large expanjes of fnow, J was not
prepared to jee fuch a Sabara ag thig. CErcepting Lodalffaupe and jome rocts N. W.
there wag nothing to be jeen but undulating wajtes of now on everp hand for many
mileg. ALl the neighbouring vallens had apparvently vanifhed, and the jnow fields far
awap bepond the Jujtedalsbre proper feemed, by reajon of the abjence of peats, and of
their extraordinary fimilarvity in height, and bump-bacted forms to be veally one great
fnow wajte. Nothing whatever betofened the pofitions of Olden and Loen; but Stardal
— a glovious valley — jujt appeared ag a {light depresjion in the field. The day wag
beautifully bright, and all wasg clear ercept where I moft wanted to fee, namely
Qotunbheim whoje bajbful peafs twere coply veiled with filmy clouds. The regal
SGaldhepig and the Wejtern Horungtinder I did once veveal themjelves a jhort time,
and the Keifer pajg wag plainly jeen, but that wag all. It wag veally a terrible place
to be in, one calculated to mafe even the mojt calloughearted turn his thoughts to the
Divine Creator, and to actnowledge His power and glory. Mountaing have preached in
many a jermon, much morve earnejtly than the parjon from bis pulpit.
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Den Norjte turiftforenings aarbog for 1881.



